*8                     PRACTICAL EDUCATION.

poser, or indeed a very great artist of any kind, it
is at least consoling to know that in the minor decora-
tive arts, which produce great eras of art, there is but
little difference as regards results, and if fiom small
beginnings we date our winnings, it may be that from
this training something may arise surpassing aught in
the past.

MISAPPREHENSION OF " ART " AN OBSTACLE TO
INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION

The most serious obstacle with which industrial art
has to contend is the extravagant and inflated ideas
winch are popularly attached to the word art. It
has been so long identified with pictures and statues,
that in every newspaper, under the heading of " The
Tine Arts," nothing but news of pictures and statues
is expected. JSTow, as not one person in scoies can
accurately distinguish a good picture from a bad one,
and as the kind of ait knowledge which is current
sets itself forth in a vast vocabulary of cant, it is not
lemarkable that "art" has become a terror, Ther$
are men in high places who profess to be authorities^
who declare that " art" is something for only the very
few to rightly understand, and that it requires a special
inspiration and much education to appreciate it, Wheit*
every one, rich or poor, shall know what design !$t
though it be only simply decorative, and has becotot
familiar with a tastefully ornamented house,
humble, then art in its highest, purest, and
sense will have no mystery for any one. It
unfortunately true that, M hile taste, learning, and d
ture are spreading rapidly, there has been so fat